WEATHER CLIMATE WATER

GFCS Adaptation Programme in Africa
Building Resilience in Disaster Risk Management, Food Security and Health

WHAT

A project to enhance the
capacity of National
Meteorological and
Hydrological Services to
better anticipate and respond
to extreme weather events
and climate change

WHY

To improve climate services
delivery for agriculture and
food security, health, and
disaster risk reduction

WHO
Financial Partner:
Norwegian Government
National Partners:
• Malawi Department of
Climate Change and
Meteorological Services
• Tanzania Meteorological
Agency
International Partners:
• International Federation of
Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies
• World Food Programme
• World Health Organization
• World Meteorological
Organization

WHERE ARE WE NOW?
I
2014-2017

USD 7 million

II
2017-2019

USD 4.2 million

The Global Framework for Climate Services Adaptation
Programme in Africa was the first multi-agency
initiative to be implemented under GFCS. This flagship
programme is focused on developing user-driven
climate services for disaster risk reduction, food
security and health in Malawi and Tanzania. Phase I
was implemented from 2014-2017.
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
• National actors have the capacity to design, tailor,
deliver, and evaluate climate services to support
adaptation
• Targeted communities are better able to manage the
risks related to climate variability
• Understanding of the effectiveness of GFCS in
climate risk management and adaptation has
improved
Phase II of the project builds on the progress achieved
and ensures the sustainability of Phase I efforts. The
goal of Phase II is to improve the lives of vulnerable
populations by enhancing their access to and
understanding of high-quality, action-oriented climate
services and policies. This supports the mainstreaming
of climate services in development and adaptation
planning.

Find out more: http://gfcs.wmo.int/GFCS_APA_II

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES
• Enhance the capacity of our national partners to provide climate services
• Strengthen the use of climate information by vulnerable communities for food security and
livelihood
• Strengthen the capacity of health professionals to use climate information for public health
preparedness and resilience to climate-related health risks
• Increase the use of climate and weather information by vulnerable communities to improve
disaster risk reduction

SUCCESS STORY
Bringing Seasonal Climate Forecasts to Tanzania’s
Farmers and Pastoralists
Smallholder farmers make many decisions that are
affected by weather and climate every year. But
most of the time, they lack reliable information and
tools that can help them weigh these decisions.
To help address this need, training sessions were
conducted at the Tanzania Meteorological Agency to
enable staff to downscale seasonal climate forecasts
to the district level, in order to better serve the
needs of farmers and pastoralists.
Participatory trainings for smallscale farmers on
climate services and information were also held in
villages outside of Dodoma, Tanzania, a very arid
and dry part of the country. Farmers learned how to
calculate risks and probabilities of crop failure
based on crop, temperature and rainfall
information, as well as identify which crops could
work well in their area. The trainings were
conducted by Phase I project partner CGIAR
Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture
and Food Security, and the World Food Programme.

CONTACT US
gfcs@wmo.int
The Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) enables and
accelerates the coordinated and technically and scientifically
sound implementation of measures to improve climate-related
outcomes at national, regional and global levels. It aligns climate
adaptation and mitigation activities in climate-sensitive priority
areas: agriculture, energy, disaster risk reduction, health, and
water.
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