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∗ What do we understand by the “Climate Services”?

Climate services are the dissemination of climate 

information to the public or a specific user for the 

purpose of planning and management.











New Planting Season



Other Aspects of Sugarcane Growing in which early access
to climate information is very useful:

Example 1:  Pest Management 

Expected variations in the rainfall amounts and the time the 
rainy season sets in are critical.

If rains are early we are to expect 3 broods of froghoppers 
instead of 1.

What are the implications?   
It means that we need to stock more metarhizium,
which is imported.   Freight is expensive and I save money if 
I make one order instead of several.



Example 2.     Weed Management

Under above normal rainfall I need to be prepared for
higher weed infestation and need to budget for 3 application
of herbicides instead of 1 or 2.

Weekly forecast good for short-term planning too.

Example 3.    Fertilizer Application

Knowing the probabilities of rainy weather a few days in 
advance is helpful so the operation can be speeded up to 
take advantage of moisture in the event that rains are 
expected.   It is also helpful to know the amount expected.



Example 4:   Processing

Mud Levels increase with the frequency and intensity of 
rainfall.   With the existing factory data would help us to 
model expected mud level with more certitude if 
Precipitation Outlook are good.



What information do I need from the Climate Services?

•Precipitation Outlook is perhaps the most important.

•But we need to define Normal, Above Normal, and Below 
Normal for (e.g. North, Central, South regions).

•Indicate  whether the rainy season is expected to set in    
On Time, Late or Early.

•Hurricane Season Forecasts is regional and very good.   
But local bulletins are a greater disaster than the storm 
itself.   These need to be official and delivered officially.   
There are too many bush weathermen around.



What can we the users do besides demanding?

•Users should also be data gatherers.

•Every individual says something about the weather every day.

•Weather data gathering should be encouraged and promoted in schools, 

among farmers, homeowners etc.

•This could feed enormous amounts for data for use in correlating those 

forecasts that don’t seem to reflect local conditions. 








